
 

Het jy dalk die Nasionale
Wolkwekersvereniging (NWKV) se kongres
gemis? Kyk hier na ‘n terugvoervideo oor die
geleentheid en hoor wat ‘n paar van die
sprekers en rolspelers te sê gehad het.

 

 

 

Voorsittersverslag

Billy van Zyl, voorsitter van die NWKV, het in
sy 2025/26-voorsittersverslag klem gelê op
die organisasie se eeufees en waarna hy
verwys het as ’n eeu van
deursettingsvermoë, aanpasbaarheid en
toewyding aan ’n bedryf wat ’n integrale deel
van Suid-Afrikaanse landbou vorm. “Hierdie
mylpaal,” het hy gesê, “bied ons die
geleentheid om nie net terug te kyk op ’n
trotse geskiedenis nie, maar ook om krities te
besin oor die uitdagings en geleenthede wat
die toekoms vir ons inhou. Soos die gesegde
lui: You can cry over your past or choose
your future.”

Billy van Zyl saam met gasspreker, prof Johann
Kirsten. 

Met verwysing na ongeveer ses jaar waarin wolpryse onder druk verkeer het, het die bedryf
oor die afgelope anderhalfseisoen ’n sterk opwaartse beweging en hernude positiwiteit in
beide die internasionale en plaaslike wolmark beleef. In die huidige seisoen is ’n styging van
meer as 50% in die gemiddelde wolprys beleef. “Vir Suid-Afrika is dit bemoedigend dat ons
wol steeds internasionaal erken word as ’n produk van uitstekende gehalte.”

Nog ‘n belangrike aspek wat hy beklemtoon het, was die etiese, verantwoordelike en
volhoubare produksie van wol op grond van standaarde soos die Sustainable Cape Wools
Standard, Responsible Wool Standard, Nativa en ander stelsels. “Suid-Afrikaanse produsente
is uitstekend geposisioneer om aan hierdie vereistes te voldoen en daaruit voordeel te trek,”
het hy gesê.

Van Zyl het die NWKV se rigtinggewende rol uitgelig en klem gelê op die organisasie se visie
ten opsigte van die opheffing van kommunale produsente sodat hulle in die formele bedryf
opgeneem word. Aansienlike vordering is in hierdie opsig gemaak.

 

 

NWGA elects leadership team for the year ahead

During the National Wool Growers’
Association (NWGA) National Congress
earlier this month, Free State chairperson,
Herman Archer, was elected as national vice-
chairperson. Archer, who farms in the
Trompsburg district, expressed his
commitment to serving both wool producers
and the broader industry.

Billy van Zyl was unanimously re-elected and
now embarks on his sixth year as

Dan Kriek, Billy van Zyl, Zolani Tsheko and Herman
Archer.

national chairperson of the association. Together with vice-chairperson, Zolani Tsheko, who
was also unanimously re-elected and continues to represent the interests of communal wool
producers, the leadership team remains committed to advancing a dynamic and united wool
industry.

 

 

A century of excellence, captured in one moment
Several former Golden Ram recipients attended this year’s NWGA congress, along with the
latest recipient, SK Makinana. Each of these individuals has made an exceptional contribution
to the South African wool industry, helping to shape, strengthen, and advance our sector
through their leadership and dedication. A truly special moment in a truly historic year.

Dr George de Kock, Dr Arno Moore, Guillau du Toit,
Harry Prinsloo, Geoff Kingwill, SK Makinana, and
Izak van der Merwe.

 

Rico, die wonderskaap
Dit is vir die NWKV ’n groot voorreg om by
die Rico-storie betrokke te wees. Volgens
Dan Kriek, NWKV-hoofbestuurder, spreek
Rico se verhaal van die veerkragtigheid en
uithouvermoë van Suid-Afrikaanse
skaapprodusente.

Die NWKV is saam met Niel en Marietjie
Brink opgewonde om die muurbehangsel van
Rico se wol aan te wend as ‘n geleentheid vir
jong mense om landbou te studeer. 

Die storie van Rico het inderdaad tot die
sprankel van die NWKV se 100ste
bestaansjaar bygedra.  Lees meer.

 

CONGRESS AWARD

Silver ram awards

Patti Myburgh Leon de Beer Niel Viljoen

During its gala centennial celebrations, the NWGA honoured three exceptional individuals
with its prestigious Silver Ram awards. The first award was presented to Patti Myburgh, the
organisation’s former financial officer. The second silver ram recipient was former NWGA
general manager, Leon de Beer.

Niël Viljoen, a predation expert who requires no introduction, was also honoured with a silver
ram award. He has played a pivotal role in training producers and their workers in predation
management. His extensive research and leadership were instrumental in establishing
structured, organised predation management systems in South Africa.

 

Golden ram award
A golden ram, the highest accolade in the
wool industry, was awarded to SK Makinana.
He has served in the wool industry structures
for 18 years after a career in the municipal
and police spheres. He was the first
communal farmer to serve in the formal
NWGA structures as well as Cape Wools SA
and Agri SA. 

 

Best communal shearing sheds

The NWGA would like to thank Zoetis for sponsoring these awards. The winning sheds were:

Lumanyano WGA – most improved shearing shed for region 20 with 47 bales, 44 producer
lots, and three bin bales. Their wool averaged 20,1 microns and an average clean yield of
50,95%, an average price of R60,47/kg and a highest price of AAF R103/kg.

Themba Lethu WGA – best-class clip for region 21. The shed produced 26 bales, with 24
producer lots and two bin bales. Their wool averaged 19,1 microns, and they achieved an
average yield of 65,24% with an average price of R135,68/kg and a highest price of BF
R165,90/kg.

Thornhill Wool Agricultural Primary Co-op – best-classed clip for region 23. The shed
produced 31 bales, 28 producer lots, and three bin bales. Their wool averaged 18,8 microns,
and they boasted a clean yield of 63,68%. The wool fetched an average price of R134,99/kg
and a highest price of BM R185,20/kg. 

Klein Jonas Shearing Shed – best-classed clip for region 24. This shed produced 59 bales,
57 producer lots, and two bin bales. Their wool averaged 20,4 micron and a clean yield of
67,21%. Their average price achieved was R101,44/kg, and they boasted a highest price of
AH R130,50/kg.

Upper Telle Shearing Shed – best-classed clip for region 25 and overall winner. This shearing
shed produced 29 bales, 29 producer lots, and zero bin bales. Their wool averaged 20,3
microns, and they boasted an average clean yield of 70,11%. The average price for their wool
was R126,85/kg, and the highest price fetched was AAF R134,90/kg.

 

 

Beste ekonomies-geklasseerde skeersel

Derde plek: AJ Odendaal &
Seuns van Morgenrood by
Swellendam.

Gemiddeld van 86,81%.
Gemiddelde
skeerselgewig van
172,1kg/baal.
Totale skeerselgewig van
7 573kg.

Tweede plek: Dennehof
Trust van die plaas Dennehof
by Somerset-Oos.

Gemiddeld van 87,22%.
Gemiddelde
skeerselgewig van
174,17kg/baal.
Totale skeerselgewig van
13 933kg.

Wenner: Jasfontein
Boerdery (Edms) Bpk van
Jasfontein by Victoria-Wes.

Gemiddeld van 87,65%.
Gemiddelde
skeerselgewig van
179,85kg/baal.
Totale skeerselgewig van
9 712kg.

 

Hoogste prys van die seisoen
Die NWKV het ’n trofee toegeken vir die
hoogste prys van die seisoen, wat behaal is
deur André Christie-Smith van die Kleiheuwel
Trust naby Bredasdorp. Die makelaar was
BKB en die koper Standard Wool. ’n Prys
van R306/kg (vetwol) is behaal vir hul
Merino-vag (styl 4), met ’n lengte van 70mm
en ’n mikron van 14,1.

 

PANEL DISCUSSIONS
 

Panel discussion 1: NWGA commits to an inclusive and
sustainable wool sheep economy

During the first panel session discussion,
Wandile Sihlobo opened the session with the
announcement that government has officially
announced a land reform initiative aimed at
releasing land with title deeds to deserving
beneficiaries. The process is still to be
announced.

The session focussed on an inclusive and
sustainable wool sheep economy. Sihlobo, the chief economist at Agbiz, facilitated the
session. The panel members were Mfundo Macanda of the Eastern Cape Department of
Agriculture, Dominic Tsoananyana, NWGA communal vice-chairperson in the Eastern Cape
(and a producer), Khanyiso Mzayifani, NWGA production advisor, and broker Sivuyile
Mvinjelwa. A recurring theme in the discussion was genetic improvement.

The congress resolved to reaffirm its leadership role and ensure greater coordination across
the industry. The organisation will continue to engage the government regarding a genetic
improvement scheme and other projects, while intensifying its support of black producers and
farmers in communal and emerging systems. The NWGA will align its programmes with the
goals of the Agricultural Master Plan to support, among others, infrastructure. It will also
support a more integrated value chain and reaffirms its commitment to a sustainable, climate-
resilient industry.

Source: Veeplaas and Stockfarm

 

Panel discussion 2: Climate-resilient wool sheep farming

The discussion kicked off with opening
remarks from livestock producer James
Brodie, known for his regenerative practices.
The other panel members were Stellenbosch
University-based researcher Prof James
Blignaut (also representing ASSET
Research), Prof JW Swanepoel of the
University of the Free State’s Centre for
Sustainable Agriculture, Isak Staats of BKB,
and well-known livestock producer Sean
Hobson, who also represented Mohair SA.

The discussion, among others, emphasised that each generation of livestock farmers tends to
make the best of the tools at their disposal. The message, however, was clear: Farmers are
custodians of the land and must employ regenerative practices with the next generation in
mind. In the past, regenerative practices were viewed as challenging and requiring substantial
input. Nowadays, however, numerous examples show that regenerative farming practices do,
in fact, work and can be implemented with great success. However, it is not a quick fix or a
single solution; it is a process that unfolds over generations and must be maintained.

One of the NWGA’s significant resolutions following this session was to promote collaboration
across South Africa’s animal fibre industries to enable the sector to speak with one voice and
strengthen its influence in domestic and international markets. The NWGA also resolved to
advance climate-resilient wool sheep farming through scientifically validated regenerative
practices and to actively advocate for these practices in both the commercial and communal
farming sectors.

Source: Veeplaas and Stockfarm

 

Panel discussion 3: Interdependency between biosecurity,
sustainability and traceability

During the third panel discussion, Deon
Saayman of Cape Wools facilitated the
session which focussed on the
interdependency between biosecurity,
sustainability, and traceability. The session
kicked off with a video that covered the
traceability process of a wool bale.

The panel members were Ravikant Sharma
of Icebreaker, Dr George de Kock, chairperson of Cape Wools SA, Michelle Padayachee of
GS1, and Paul Lynch of Standard Wool. Each panel member is an expert in sustainability,
biosecurity, traceability, and purchasing, respectively. In his presentation, Sharma explained
Icebreaker’s targets of decreasing synthetics in sportswear. They use Merino wool to achieve
these goals because of its thermoregulatory and moisture-management properties. No other
material can manage the body’s microclimate as well as wool does. Icebreaker is one of a
few companies offering ten-year rolling contracts for farmers from whom they source their
wool. Traceability, he said, equals trust. They employ forward traceability precisely because
they know the farms they source their wool from. Wool sportswear has grown by 58% year-
on-year, with Merino wool products growing by 119%. Their greatest demand is from China.
This is a very positive indicator for wool growers.

Source: Veeplaas and Stockfarm

 

 

ANIMAL HEALTH / DIEREGESONDHEID
 

Pasturellose: Asemnood lei tot die dood

Pasteurellose, ook bekend as ‘bontlong’, is ‘n
ernstige, aansteeklike respiratoriese siekte
wat algemeen deur die organismes
Mannheimia haemolytica of Pasteurella
multocida veroorsaak word. Dit kom dikwels
voor by diere wat spanning ervaar, vervoer
word of onlangs gespeen is. Indien diere aan
spanningsvolle toestande onderwerp word,
kan die organisme baie vinnig vermeerder.

Gareth Bath, emeritusprofessor van die Fakulteit van Veeartsenykunde aan die Universiteit
van Pretoria, verduidelik dat die onvermoë van diere om suksesvol in 'n voerkraal aan te pas,
dikwels tot Pasteurella-infeksies lei. Volgens hom is dit een van die grootste oorsake van
sterftes in voerkrale.

Lees meer.

 

TECHNICAL ARTICLES / TEGNIESE ARTIKELS

100 jaar van wolproduksie (Deel 3): Van staturêre beheer tot
selfonderhoud

Die 3%-wolheffing vir die 1995/96-seisoen
wat tydens die Nasionale
Wolkwekersvereniging (NWKV) se kongres
goedgekeur is, was ook die laaste heffing
wat Suid-Afrikaanse wolprodusente moes
betaal voor die bedryf se deregulering.

Die Suid-Afrikaanse Wolraad is in Augustus 1997 formeel ingevolge die Wet op Bemarking
van Landbouprodukte, 1996 (Wet 47 van 1996) ontbind. Sy bates is na die Woltrust oorgedra
en Cape Wools SA is as ‘n nie-winsgewende bedryfsorganisasie in die lewe geroep.

Lees meer.

 

Wolskeer deur die eeue
Pierré Vlok is weer terug met nog nostalgiese
stories oor wolproduksie in Suid-Afrika.

Die skeer of oes van wol is so oud soos die
berge self. Die praktyk is reeds in die antieke
tye toegepas, en dit het twee tipes oeste
ingesluit. Die een was die skeer van wol, min
of meer soos ons dit vandag ken, en die
ander was die pluk van wol. Laasgenoemde
is per hand of met ‘n groot tang gedoen en
volgens Pierré ‘n ietwat barbaarse metode
om wol te oes.

Lees meer.

 

Die suksesverhaal van Suid-Afrika se Dohne Merino Deel 2: Wat
doen elkeen anders?

Vleisproduksie, wolgehalte, vrugbaarheid en
reproduksie is van die belangrikste
eienskappe van die Dohne Merino. Dit is ‘n
geharde skaapras wat met min moeite
intensief en ekstensief geteel kan word.
Hierdie eienskappe is nie oornag ontwikkel
nie, maar is die resultaat van doelgerigte
seleksiepraktyke vir 'n hoogs-
gespesialiseerde dubbeldoel-skaapras.

In deel twee van ‘n reeks oor die Dohne Merino-ras se suksesse in Suid-Afrika deel ‘n paar
ervare Dohne-produsente wat hulle oor die jare gedoen het om aan te pas.

Lees meer.

 

Die invloed van individuele spasietoekenning op lammers se voer-
en waterinname

In deel 2 van ‘n reeks artikels oor die invloed
van veedigtheid op lammers in ‘n
binnenshuise voerkraalstel, kyk ons na die
invloed van individuele spasietoekenning op
lammers se welsyn.

Die aanbevole digtheid waarteen skape in
intensiewe stelsels in Suid-Afrika aangehou
moet word, wissel tans tussen 1 en 2m2 per
skaap. Daar word egter selde oorweging
gegee aan die welstand van diere wat in
sulke stelsels gehuisves word. Te hoë
digthede kan die hipotalamus-pituïtêre-
adrenale-as aktiveer en gevolglik die
immuunstelsel en vleisgehalte van die dier
benadeel.

Lees meer.

 

 

LEES DIE NUUTSTE UITGAWE
VAN VEEPLAAS HIER:

READ THE LATEST EDITION OF
STOCKFARM HERE:

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tunzTEnXkGY
https://www.bkb.co.za/fibre
https://nwga.co.za/hollard-insurance-risk-cover/
https://www.ovk.co.za/Products/Page/20/Wool
https://www.wtbsa.co.za/
https://www.landbou.com/bedrywe/diere/30-kg-woljas-vir-die-moordenaarskaroo-se-dapper-heerser-20260604-0893?fbclid=IwY2xjawSp-yVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEedfyzVeBrZ1PVgbt02sVX4cmaaEEPfDlGomF65RVosckasaWTLEPmTb-UFAU_aem_QVEcoMZzIvQ5I0ofAkdebw
https://www.anbvet.co.za/
https://voermol.co.za/af/voermol-product/maxiwolkonsentraat/
https://www.kannaindustries.co.za/products/
https://agriorbit.com/pasteurellose-asemnood-lei-tot-die-dood/
https://kyronagri.com/product/ovi-clos-p/
https://www.lambchamps.co.za/
https://agriorbit.com/100-jaar-van-wolproduksie/
https://agriorbit.com/wolskeer-deur-die-eeue/
https://agriorbit.com/suksesverhaal-suid-afrika-dohne-merino-deel-2/
https://agriorbit.com/die-invloed-van-veedigtheid-op-lammers-deel-2/
https://www.molatek.co.za/product/molatek-sheep-fattening-concentrate/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20936248268&gbraid=0AAAAAquvCcdQhSptey3qldfo1vuvC-3oM&gclid=CjwKCAjw0o3SBhBVEiwAh28-jdN39ejBWl1aPDNZvOF_OjxaSOgWOQsA7lsDqny2g-m58nwzI3Ls7RoCQnsQAvD_BwE
https://conference.dohnemerino.com/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/Veeplaas-Julie-2026_digimag/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/Stockfarm-July-2026/
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb4ldGRA89Mei7cZAm04
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057463149218
https://www.instagram.com/nationalwoolgrowers/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-wool-growers-association-nasionale-wolkwekersvereniging/posts/?feedView=all&viewAsMember=true

