
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS / EEUFEESVIERINGE
 

100 Jaar van wolproduksie (Deel 4): Uitbreiding,
professionalisering en bedryfstandaarde

Dit is merkwaardig hoe toepaslik die
spreekwoord ‘kom asof jy geroep is’ by die
geskiedenis van die wolbedryf, en veral die
Nasionale Wolkwekersvereniging (NWKV),
aansluit. In elke tydvak het besondere mense
’n onuitwisbare invloed op die bedryf gehad.

In hierdie artikel kyk ons na die NWKV se
pad ná die uitdagende proses van
deregulering – ’n era waarin die organisasie
homself moes herdefinieer en as ’n
selfstandige produsente-organisasie moes
ontwikkel.

Lees meer.

LOCAL NEWS / PLAASLIKE NUUS
 

Pierré by die plaashek: Skaapklas in die Groot-Karoo

Die klas van skape was oor die jare, en is
vandag nog, ’n noodsaaklikheid, veral op ’n
wolskaapplaas. Dit is ’n proses wat gereeld
moet plaasvind, veral voor skeertyd.

Hierdie belangrike proses word jaarliks
herhaal en word gedoen deur spesialiste, die
skaap- en woladviseurs wat vir wolmakelaars
werk, wat na Pierré Vlok se mening nie
genoeg erkenning kry vir hul groot bydrae tot
die skaap- en wolbedryf nie.

Lees meer.

 

 

Phillipstown-skou steeds ’n sukses

Die bek-en-klouseer (BEK)-uitbreking het nie
die Philipstown-skoukomitee verhoed om
hulle agtste interskoukompetisie aan te bied
nie. Alhoewel daar nie skape in die
skaapkraal was nie, het BKB kreatiewe
skoene aangetrek en ’n skynveiling
aangebied, waartydens deelnemers as
kopers opgetree het. Wol moes getipeer en
volgens kontrakte opgekoop word om die
houers vol te kry vir internasionale kliënte.
Baie pret, met baie bankrot kopers!

Die Noord-Kaap NWKV het as borg opgetree en ’n ‘Toets-’n-boer’ kompetisie in samewerking
met OVK aangebied. Draadlas, pyplas, spykers inkap met jou dom hand, teikenskiet en
wolbale dra moes alles in rekordtyd voltooi word, en ’n wisseltrofee en pryse is aan die
wenner oorhandig.

 

Skeerinstrukteurs slyp bestaande én nuwe tegnieke

Daar is skeeropleiding, en dan is daar
skeerderopleiding. Suid-Afrika se skeerders
kan kers vashou by die beste in die wêreld,
maar wie het hulle geleer? En wie het die
instrukteurs geleer? Die opleiding van
skeerinstrukteurs is ’n belangrike faset van
die Nasionale Wolwekersvereniging (NWKV)
se strategie om voortdurend skeerders van
wêreldgehalte op te lei.

Volgens Izak Klopper, bestuurder van skeeropleiding by die NWKV, is dit belangrik om te
besef dat ons in Suid-Afrika nie op ’n eiland leef nie. Dit is noodsaaklik dat ons skeerders
gereeld aan internasionale standaarde blootgestel word.

Lees meer.

 

Merino SA national auction a
huge success
Merino SA hosted a successful national
auction on 10 July. A total of 42 rams were on
offer, all of which were sold, recording an
auction average of R30 465,12. Two lots
fetched R100 000 each, the highest prices at
the auction. 

All rams on offer were also genomically
tested. Grant Naudé, president of Merino SA,
spoke to the NWGA’s Dan Kriek about this.
Watch the video below.

Click here to watch the video on
Facebook.

 

Opleiding vir nuwe generasie plaasbestuurders
Bo-Karoo Opleiding, ’n opleidingsinstelling in Orania in die Noord-Kaap, se tweede-jaar
boerderybestuurstudente het baat gevind by onlangse opleiding deur die NWKV en Zoetis.

Dawie Botha, produksie-adviseur by NWKV Noord-Kaap, en BG Badenhorst van Zoetis, het
die 25 studente praktiese blootstelling gegee aan sekere aspekte van veehantering en
dieregesondheid. Hierdie opleiding dra by tot die ontwikkeling van vaardige, verantwoordelike
en praktykgerigte landboukundiges.

 

 

Wolbaal se reis kan danksy nuttige plakker gevolg word
Een van die eerste bale wol waarop ’n QR-kode van die Agrista-platform pryk, is op pad na
China. Danksy dié QR-kode kan die baal se reis na sy bestemming regstreeks gevolg word.

Landbou24 het die Agrista-platform in Junie in Kaapstad bekendgestel, met Cape Wools SA
as die eerste organisasie wat die stelsel gebruik om naspeurbaarheid in die wolwaardeketting
te versterk. Die tegnologie maak dit moontlik om wol van die plaas tot die eindverbruiker te
volg.

Lees meer.

 

Karoo Winter Wool Festival: Boerepraatjies consider media and
political influence

Trust in institutions, the role of the media, political influence, and effective representation of
farmers formed the focus of a lively discussion during the first Boerepraatjies session at the
Karoo Winter Wool Festival on 3 July.

The session titled ‘What’s real and what’s
trending: Experts, influencers and trust’, was
facilitated by Dan Kriek, general manager of
the National Wool Growers’ Association, and
featured Pieter du Toit, assistant editor and
head of investigations at News24, Johann
Kotzé, chief executive officer of AgriSA, and
Ivor Price, co-founder and managing director
of Food for Mzansi.

Read more.

 

Future of wool farming in the hands of AI and smart technology

Artificial intelligence (AI), digital traceability systems, data-driven decision-making, and new
approaches to skills development – these aspects can all play a major role in the future of
South Africa’s wool industry, delegates heard during a Boerepraatjies discussion at the Karoo
Winter Wool Festival in Middelburg, Eastern Cape.

The session, ‘Artificial intelligence and smart technology in wool farming’, was moderated by
Dan Kriek, general manager of the National Wool Growers’ Association. The panel featured
Johann Coetzee of OVK, Dr Glen Taylor, senior director of Research and Development at the
University of the Free State, Prof JW Swanepoel, director of the Centre for Sustainable
Agriculture at the University of the Free State, Frikkie Fouché, executive manager of Skills
Planning and Research at AgriSETA, and Deon Saayman, CEO of Cape Wools SA.

Read more.

 

The future of SA wool: Refined infrastructure and wool traceability

As the agricultural sector starts to adapt to
the fast-paced development of technology,
producers and processors need to decide
what to implement and what to avoid.
Henning Naudé of Farmers Weekly spoke to
Izak Klopper, manager of shearer training at
the National Wool Growers’ Association,
about how shearing has changed, and what
the industry can expect from new research
and development from international markets.

Read more.

 

 

Karoo Winter Wool Festival gala celebrates excellence, innovation,
and community

The fifth Karoo Winter Wool Festival officially commenced on Thursday evening, 2 July, as
wool producers, industry leaders, sponsors, artists, and community members gathered at the
historic Rusoord woolshed for the OVK and Karoo Winter Wool Festival Gala Awards
evening.

The event celebrated excellence in wool production, innovation, and creative expression,
while emphasising the role of wool farming in sustaining communities across the Karoo.

The winners in the OVK Innovation and Best Single Bale competitions were announced.
Talitha Potgieter won the innovation competition, and Annemarie Conroy won the best single
bale competition.

Read more.

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS / INTERNASIONALE NUUS
 

Wool takes centre stage at the 95th IWTO Congress

The 95th International Wool Textile Organisation (IWTO) Congress, held in Dalang, China, in
June, brought together 238 delegates from across the global wool supply chain. “Wool is our
work and wool is our passion,” said IWTO president Klaus Steger as he opened the congress.
“It is impressive to be here in Dalang, a living demonstration of what this industry can
achieve.”

In his keynote address, Sun Ruizhe,
chairperson of the China National Textile and
Apparel Council (CNTAC), explained the role
of the congress within the broader context of
global economic pressures and technological
change. China’s textile and apparel industry
processes over 60 million tonnes of fibre
annually and accounts for more than half of
global garment production. He described the
sector as one that connects pastures and
fashion runways, integrates technology with
cultural creativity, and promotes international
cooperation.

The congress included a diverse South
African delegation comprising, among others,
Cape Wools SA CEO Deon Saayman,
Standard Wool managing director Paul
Lynch, National Wool Growers’ Association
(NWGA) general manager Dan Kriek, Monica
Ebert of Cape Wools SA, and BKB’s
executive manager of wool and mohair, Isak
Staats.

Read more.

 

VW Poland fired its lawnmowers and hired 100 sheep

While Hyundai’s Boston Dynamics division
supplied robot security dogs to the World
Cup, Volkswagen is heading in the opposite
direction. Instead of updating its lawnmowers
to fancy AI robotic ones, it’s using 100 sheep
to keep the grass at one of its plants neat
and tidy.

The unusual workforce has taken over vegetation management at VW’s manufacturing plant
in Poznań, Poland, where an 18,3MW photovoltaic installation stretches beneath more than
31 000 solar panels.

Read more.

 

ANIMAL HEALTH / DIEREGESONDHEID
 

Karooverlammingsbosluis kan jou vee op hul knieë dwing

Verlammingsbosluise is onvoorspelbaar en het al groot verwoesting onder veral skaapkuddes
gesaai. In Suid-Afrika is daar drie bosluisspesies wat verlamming veroorsaak: die
rooipootbosluis, die bruinverlammingsbosluis en die Karooverlammingsbosluis.

Laasgenoemde is van die grootste belang. Dit is ’n driegasheerbosluis wat hoofsaaklik
verbind word met die habitat waarin hulle woon, eerder as die klimaat. Daarom is hul
verspreiding gekoppel aan spesifieke plantegroei, asook primêre en sekondêre gashere soos
wildsbokke, klaasneusmuise en rooihase.

Lees meer.

 

TECHNICAL ARTICLES / TEGNIESE ARTIKELS

Understanding winter lick formulation

Supplemental nutrition is a science in its own
right. Feed companies make it easier for
producers by offering ready-mixed licks and
supplements, but their effectiveness depends
entirely on the ingredients, formulation, and
conditions under which they are used. It is
that time of year when producers have to
provide their animals with a winter lick, and to
better understand what goes into it and why,
Stockfarm spoke with Ilanie Swanepoel, a
nutritionist at Tau Meule en Voere.

Natural grazing loses much of its nutritional value during the colder months. According to
Swanepoel, a winter lick is therefore essential for maintaining ruminants’ condition. Yet many
producers use licks without fully understanding their composition or the purpose of each
component. The formulation of a winter lick is not a random process; every ingredient is
selected to meet specific nutritional needs.

Read more.

 

Die suksesverhaal van Suid-
Afrika se Dohne Merino Deel 3:
Dohne-inspekteurs en
rasstandaarde
Wanneer na seleksiepraktyke in ’n
veranderende landbou-omgewing gekyk
word, is dit belangrik om die teeldoelwitte van
die Dohne Merino-telersgenootskap in
gedagte te hou. In die derde aflewering van
hierdie reeks het Veeplaas by Jan Joubert, ’n
prominente senior inspekteur in die bedryf,
gaan kers opsteek oor die inspeksiekriteria
van die Dohne Merino, hoe om ’n inspekteur
te word, en waarna inspekteurs kyk wanneer
die diere beoordeel word.

Lees meer.

 

LEES DIE NUUTSTE UITGAWE
VAN VEEPLAAS HIER:

READ THE LATEST EDITION OF
STOCKFARM HERE:

 

AUGUST CALENDAR / AUGUSTUS-KALENDER

Kom ons kyk waarmee ons produksie-adviseurs in Augustus besig
gaan wees:

 

Let’s take a look at what the communal production advisors will be
up to in August:
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