
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS / EEUFEESVIERINGE

NWKV vertel meer oor hulle toekomsplanne

Tydens ‘n Plaas TV-onderhoud het Dan Kriek, algemene bestuurder van die Nasionale
Wolkwekersvereniging (NWKV) met Lise Roberts oor die NWKV se visie, prestasies en
toekomsplanne gesels. Klik op die blokkie hieronder om na die onderhoud te kyk:

 

 

100 Jaar van wolproduksie (Deel 1): Grondslag van die Suid-
Afrikaanse wolbedryf (1789 tot 1926)

JF van Huyssteen, 'n navorser by die Suid-Afrikaanse Wolraad, het die Suid-
Afrikaanse wolbedryf in 1962 in die Quarterly Journal on Agricultural Economics
(Junie 1962, Vol 1, No 2) soos volg beskryf: Hoewel ons onder die vaandel van
goud voortbeweeg, word ons in 'n groot mate op die rûe van ons wolskape
gedra. Wol is verweef met byna elke sektor van ons ekonomie. Anders as sekere
minerale wat uitgeput is of nie meer ekonomies ontgin kan word nie, is die
wolbedryf 'n blywende bate wat deur die eeue sy stand gehou het – en steeds
sal hou.

Lees meer.

 

LOCAL NEWS / PLAASLIKE NUUS
 

Skaap se kind laat die goudtand blink

Pierré Vlok is weer terug op sy pos die maand met nog ‘n
aflewering van ‘Pierré by die plaashek’.

Die alombekende skaap is deel van ons alledaagse lewe, maar min mense weet
waar dit vandaan kom en hoe sy ontstaan lyk. Mense in Sentraal-Asië het reeds
10 000 jaar gelede die waarde van ‘n mak skaap, soos ons dit vandag ken,
besef.

Die mens het vinnig agtergekom dat die skaap se huid vir kleding gebruik kan
word, terwyl sy vleis vullend en smaaklik is. Die wollerige, viervoetige herkouer
het mettertyd deel van die menslike omgewing geword en sy plek in kampe en
krale gevind. Sy oorsprong lê waarskynlik by die wilde moeflon, of bergskaap,
van Suid-Sentraal- en Suidwes-Asië.

Lees meer.

 

 

Peter Kingwill: A tribute

It was with great sadness that I learnt of the passing of Peter Kingwill, who had a long
and profoundly impactful – indeed, indelible – association with wool and mohair textile
research and development, spanning the entire value chain from grower to end user. As
the oldest, longest serving and most senior surviving member of the wool  and mohair
related research, development and academic institutions (SAWTRI, CSIR, UPE, NMMU
and NMU), I had the privilege of experiencing his quiet dignity, wisdom, sound counsel
and steady voice of reason. His vision and foresight guided and inspired, both directly
and indirectly, wool and mohair research over many decades. It is doubtful whether we
shall see another quite like him again.

Our deepest sympathy and condolences are extended to his family and friends, as well
as to the entire wool and mohair community in South Africa and abroad, on his passing.

May his soul rest in peace. – Prof Lawrance Hunter PhD CText FTI, Honorary professor
and retired head of the Nelson Mandela University (NMU) Department of Textile Science
and Council for Industrial Research (CSIR) textile unit retiree.

 

ISUZU South Africa manufacturing plant tour

The National Wool Growers’ Association (NWGA), together with Agri Eastern Cape, had
the privilege of an insightful plant tour at Isuzu South Africa's Struandale facility.

Thank you to Celestin Ndhlovu, vice-president of strategy, business planning and
marketing, and his team for hosting us.

Catch their vehicles on display at the NWGA centenary congress on 3 June at
Mentorskraal, Jeffreys Bay.

From left to right are Bonita Francis, Lise Potgieter, Brent McNamara, Billy Tom, Isuzu
president and CEO, Dan Kriek, Celestin Ndhlovu, Adéle Rhodé, and Jandré van Tonder.

 

 

Stukkiesklaskursus deel van Hanover-fees

NWKV-produksie-adviseurs Dawie Botha
en Juan Venter het tydens die Hanover
Rocks-fees hul kundigheid ingespan om
vagwaardes te bepaal en stukkiesklassers
op te lei.

As deel van hul werksaamhede is die jong
ooie van die Young Guns- en Modern
Merino-jongooiklubs geskeer en die vagte
getipeer. Danksy ’n inisiatief van Herold
Ferreira, klublid en organiseerder van die
fees, is die onderlyne van die skape
beskikbaar gestel om ’n
stukkiesklaskursus aan lede van die
gemeenskap te bied. Hierdie waardevolle
inisiatief stel wolprodusente in staat om
gebruik te maak van NWKV-opgeleide
stukkiesklassers, wat tot groot voordeel
aangewend kan word.

Dankie ook aan die NWKV Noord-Kaap vir
hul betrokkenheid by die beoordeling van
die klassers se vaardighede.

 

NWGA Free State congress 2026: Celebrating 100 years of wool
growers

The NWGA Free State Provincial Congress, held on 25 March 2026 at Amanzi,
Brandfort, brought together more than 70 producers, alongside industry partners and
stakeholders, under the theme “Wool that works: science, quality and markets.”

As part of the NWGA’s centennial year celebrations, the programme reflected both the
strength of the industry and a clear focus on its future.

A key highlight was a leadership transition. Herman Archer stepped down as provincial
chairperson after six years of dedicated service, following his election as interim national
vice-chairperson. We thank him for his steady leadership and commitment to the
organisation.

Congratulations to Dennis Louw, previously vice-chairperson, on his election as the new
Free State chairperson, and to Anton Marx as the newly elected vice-chairperson.

Thank you to all members, partners and sponsors who contributed to a successful and
meaningful congress.

Click here https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578475963812 to read the full
article and view all the images of the congress.

 

 

NWKV bied opleiding aan om De Aar-gemeenskap te bemagtig

Die NWKV is genader om opleiding as deel van ’n gemeenskapsontwikkelingsprogram
in De Aar aan te bied, met die doel om die gemeenskap en plaaslike werksmag te
bemagtig.

Produksie-adviseurs Eben van Wyk en Dawie Botha het ’n skaaphanteringskursus vir
opkomende en individuele produsente, sowel as opleiding vir ’n skeerspan, aangebied.
’n Reproduksiekursus is ook aangebied.

Dankie aan Pieter Strauss van Kleinbrand, wat sy plaas vir die praktiese opleiding
beskikbaar gestel het.

 

 

Former NWGA employee receives silver ram award

Retired Free State production advisor and
head of production advisory services, Jan
Louis Venter, was honoured with a silver
ram award during the Free State NWGA
congress.

Venter dedicated his entire career to
agriculture, with a strong focus on small
stock production, wool science, training,
and advisory services. With advanced
qualifications in Animal Production from
the University of the Free State, he
combined scientific expertise with practical
insight throughout his career.

His career reflects exceptional service, leadership, and a lasting impact on producers
across the Free State. Congratulations on the award.

 

 

Provincial executive member rewarded for dedicated service

NWGA Free State regional representative and provincial executive committee member,
Nollie Steyn, was honoured with a silver ram award for over fifteen years of dedicated
service.

He was known as a reliable and engaged
representative, strengthening relationships
between the NWGA, producers, and the
broader community. Nollie also played a
key role in guiding the organisation
through a challenging financial period.

His leadership was marked by sound
judgement, commitment, and a strong
focus on producer interests.

This award recognised his outstanding
contribution and long-standing
commitment to the wool industry.

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS / INTERNASIONALE NUUS
 

Lamb tail docking changes
'would cause financial hardship'
for farmers
Farmers have raised concerns about the
potential impact of proposed changes to
lamb tail docking following a UK-wide
consultation on the practice.

Currently many lambs have their tails
docked when they are just hours or days
old, for cleanliness and to help prevent
disease.

The proposed changes include requiring 

pain relief for certain procedures, introducing alternative methods and setting restrictions
on how and when they can be carried out.

Read more.

 

Transparency vital to possible revival of NZ sheep farmers’ wool
levy

New Zealand's wool industry is looking to spin a sustainable future backed by farming
from its farmers and industry.

Wool-producing farmers paid a wool levy for many years that helped promote the sector,
build markets and fund research and development. But dissatisfied sheep farmers voted
to disestablish the governing New Zealand Wool Board and hence its levy, in 2003.

Since then, industry groups have become fragmented and low profitability entrenched a
decline in the size of the national flock. Subsequent attempts at reinstating the levy in
that time failed.

Read more.

 

ANIMAL HEALTH / DIEREGESONDHEID
 

Beskerm só jou vee teen
respiratoriese siektes
Respiratoriese siektes vereis ’n
omvattende begrip en voortdurende
aandag, veral wat oorsake, risikofaktore,
inentingsprogramme en
veeartsenykundige behandeling betref.

Lees meer.

 

TECHNICAL ARTICLES / TEGNIESE ARTIKELS

What is the worst that can happen?

Risk is the likelihood of damage or loss.
Peril, on the other hand, is the misfortune,
accident, or disaster that may occur. When
the probability of an event and the severity
of its consequences are considered
together, people naturally start seeking
protection. Insurance then emerges as the
solution: If something goes wrong, the
insurer can often restore your situation to
the position you were in before the
incident.

Read more.

 

 

Kies só die beste paardatum vir wolskape

Die resultate van 36 jaar se skandering sedert 1986, toon dat die beste konsepsie-, lam-
en lam-merkpersentasie by wolrasse, in April en Mei behaal word.

Lees meer.

 

LEES DIE NUUTSTE UITGAWE
VAN VEEPLAAS HIER:

READ THE LATEST EDITION OF
STOCKFARM HERE:

 

INTERVIEWS / ONDERHOUDE

Zoetis/NWGA wool sheep health series
Episode 1: Immunity

In the first of six episodes, the team from the NWGA and Zoetis discuss immunity in
wool sheep.

 

 

NWKV se rol in kommunale wolproduksie

Willem Goosen van die NWKV het in die Plaas TV-ateljee gaan kuier en deel meer
inligting oor die organisasie se rol in kommunale wolproduksie.

 

MAY CALENDAR / MEI-KALENDER 

Kom ons kyk waarmee ons produksie-adviseurs in Mei besig gaan
wees:

Let’s take a look at what the communal production advisors will be
up to in May:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npeGij5YhY4&t=991
https://agriorbit.com/100-jaar-van-wolproduksie-deel-1/
https://agriorbit.com/skaap-se-kind-laat-die-goudtand-blink/
https://www.bkb.co.za/fibre
https://voermol.co.za/af/voermol-product/maxiwolkonsentraat/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578475963812
https://www.ovk.co.za/Products/Page/20/Wool
https://www.kannaindustries.co.za/products/
https://rumax.co.za/mixers/
https://www.molatek.co.za/molatek-products/#close
https://conference.dohnemerino.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy711l7xxl3o
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/country/593735/transparency-vital-to-possible-revival-of-sheep-farmers-wool-levy-federated-farmers-says
https://za.virbac.com/home/every-health-care/sheep-management-pre-lambing-vaccination?utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv2_a1demo0g0o0b3u&fbclid=IwY2xjawRYMv5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUNWJlMVp3TWI2ajBOa1BJc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHuLi5FcHVeuTXh-MFxLfzJ50hE8aehFWLIelGZnzlZyRDtgA1ZPyymvGPhi__aem_BhRi-VYZh2su9x0vtg1yhw
https://agriorbit.com/beskerm-jou-vee-teen-respiratoriese-siektes/
https://kyronagri.com/product/ovi-clos-p/
https://agriorbit.com/what-is-the-worst-that-can-happen/
https://nwga.co.za/hollard-insurance-risk-cover/
https://agriorbit.com/kies-so-die-beste-paardatum-vir-wolskape/
https://www.wtbsa.co.za/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/Veeplaas-Mei-2026_Digimag2/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/Stockfarm-May-2026/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCaOGjXm2TQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9c7nTBa5io&t=843
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb4ldGRA89Mei7cZAm04
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057463149218
https://www.instagram.com/nationalwoolgrowers/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-wool-growers-association-nasionale-wolkwekersvereniging/posts/?feedView=all&viewAsMember=true

