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PLAASLIKE NUUS / LOCAL NEWS

Industry part of agriculture’s strategy for FMD

The NWGA welcomes the media statement released on 21 January 2026 by the Minister of
Agriculture to appoint an Industry Coordination Council to strengthen Foot-and-Mouth
disease (FMD) response. This council has been established to ensure that industry plays
an active, coordinated role in supporting the phased rollout of the FMD strategy, including
vaccine distribution, traceability and disease control readiness.

 

 

 

 

Light in the FMD tunnel: ICC reports welcome progress

Following its formal appointment earlier this month, the foot-and-mouth disease (FMD)
Industry Coordinating Council (ICC) convened again on 30 January to fast-track a number
of urgent priorities. This comes amid rising tensions regarding the handling of the FMD
situation, along with threats of legal action against the state. A number of key issues were
identified and discussed during the meeting.

The following represents a summary of key developments and actions currently underway.

Read more.

 

 

Groot waardering vir produksie-adviseurs

Groot dank en waardering vir die NWKV se
kommersiële produksie adviseurs. Die
energie, kreatiwiteit, kennis en ervaring wat
julle bring om produksie advies aan
produsente te lewer, is prysenswaardig.

Ten spyte van uitdagende ekonomiese
omstandighede, is die einddoel om
produsente op hul plase te hou. Julle doen
dit met uitnemendheid.

 

Much appreciation for communal production advisors

Our appreciation goes to our communal production advisors for their hard work and
dedication. Despite covering extensive areas, they continue to effectively support
communal farmers, enabling the production of quality wool.

This team plays an essential role in securing the livelihoods of farmers, which strengthens
the social fabric of society.

 

 

The FMD vaccination drive: A current fact sheet

Completing the vaccination of 80% of the
national cattle herd by the end of the year
and achieving FMD-free without
vaccination status within ten years – that is
the aim of the recently announced foot-
and-mouth (FMD) eradication strategy of
the minister of agriculture, John
Steenhuisen.

Is this achievable? Very much so,
according to role-players, provided that
everyone does their part speedily and
efficiently.

Read more.

 

Richmond-skou wemel van topgehalte skape

Die gemeenskap van Richmond bied elke
jaar die eerste Merino-skou van die jaar in
Suid-Afrika aan. Vanjaar se skou is op 24
Januarie gehou en die opkoms was bo
verwagting goed. Vertoners het van heinde
en ver gekom en altesaam 460 Merino’s is
vir die skou ingeskryf.

Lees meer.

 

 

Deep-dive into SA’s Merino wool industry and the luxury textile
market

Today, as international brands compete on sustainability credentials and discerning
consumers demand proof of ethical sourcing, South African Merino farmers find
themselves uniquely positioned to supply a fibre that is both heritage-rich and future-fit.

With about 13,5 million Merino sheep,
according to the National Wool Growers’
Association, and a well-organised auction
and brokering system, South Africa
remains one of the world’s most influential
regions for fine wool.

But the modern luxury textile marketplace
is changing. Brands now expect supply-
chain traceability, independent certification,
and demonstrable environmental
responsibility, while end-consumers,
especially in Europe and Asia, are willing to
pay a premium when fibre origin can be
verified and farming practices align with
global sustainability standards.

 

INTERNASIONALE NUUS / INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Australian wool production for 2025/26 revised down

The Australian Wool Production Forecasting
Committee’s (AWPFC) third forecast of
shorn wool production for the 2025/26
season is 244.7 Mkg greasy. This is 12.6%
lower than the 2024/25 estimate and a 6.9
Mkg greasy downward revision of the
August 2025 forecast.

Read more.

 

PGG Wrightson establishes single, national live wool auction

PGG Wrightson (PGW) is consolidating its North and South Island auctions and
establishing a single, national open-cry wool auction in Christchurch in response to
industry changes.

PGW general manager Rachel Shearer said the decision follows successful trials of a
single national auction late last year as part of wider moves towards a more competitive
and sustainable wool industry.

Read more.

 

DIEREGESONDHEID / ANIMAL HEALTH

Clostridial diseases in sheep: Know the enemy

Clostridial diseases, caused by Clostridium spp. bacteria, are among the leading causes of
sudden, unexpected deaths in sheep, often with few visible signs. According to Dr Roland
Larson, a veterinarian from Graaff-Reinet, these bacteria are ubiquitous in nature and can
even persist in soil due to their ability to thrive in anaerobic (oxygen-poor) environments.
They also inhabit the intestinal tract of healthy animals, making them extremely difficult to
eliminate or avoid.

Clostridial diseases are generally classified into three groups, based on disease signs and
progression: the enterotoxic group primarily inhabits the gastrointestinal tract and produces
toxins; the neurotoxic group impacts the nervous system as a result of the toxins the
bacteria produce; and the gangrenous groupcauses severe tissue and muscle damage.

Read more.

 

Slim inenting vir gesonder skape

Basiese inentingsprogramme vir skape is minder ingewikkeld as dié van beeste. Dr Paul
Reynolds, ‘n veearts by die Warden- en Vrede-dierehospitale, sê hoewel algemeen geglo
word dat ’n skaap net wil vrek, dit eintlik die teenoorgestelde is. Skape vreet inteendeel
minder gifplante, doen minder geslagsiektes op en toon hoër vrugbaarheid met
meerlinggeboortes.

Inentings is hoofsaaklik op skape se
spesifieke behoeftes en weidingsgewoontes
gegrond en waar daar nie ekstensief geboer
word nie, is aanvullende minerale
noodsaaklik. Entstowwe teen
lammerdiarree kan soms bygevoeg word,
maar slegs nadat ’n veearts die diagnose
bevestig het. Lammerdiarree is egter ’n
onderwerp op sy eie, en sulfamiddels sal
nie alle gevalle van diarree oplos nie.

Lees meer.

TEGNIESE ARTIKELS / TECHNICAL ARTICLES

Stormhoek se dubbeldoelskaapboerdery

Mark en Marizanne Schmidt boer op die plaas Stormhoek in die Memel-omgewing van die
Noordoos-Vrystaat met beeste, skape en gesaaides. Mark boer sedert 2008 saam met sy
pa, Freddie, en bedryf vandag die Kromspruit Dohne Merino-stoet en Kromspruit
Bovelders.

As dubbeldoelskaap is die Dohne se wol-tot-vleis inkomsteverhouding sowat 30:70.
Speenlammers se vleisinkomste oortref die ooie se wolinkomste, maar volgens Mark
behoort die wolinkomste die koste te dek, sodat die vleisinkomste hoofsaaklik wins kan
lewer. Daar is wel ’n paar faktore wat ’n balans tussen bestuur en genetika handhaaf, en
waaraan ’n mens aandag kan gee om die wolinkomste te optimaliseer.

Lees meer.

 

LEES DIE NUUTSTE UITGAWE VAN
VEEPLAAS HIER:

READ THE LATEST EDITION OF
STOCKFARM HERE:

 

JANUARIE-KALENDER / JANUARY CALENDAR

Kom ons kyk waarmee ons produksie-adviseurs in Februarie besig
gaan wees:

Let’s take a look at what the communal production advisors will be
up to in February:

https://www.bkb.co.za/fibre
https://agriorbit.com/light-in-the-fmd-tunnel-icc-reports-welcome-progress/
https://www2.zoetis.co.za/products-solutions/sheep-and-goats/
https://www.wtbsa.co.za/listing/fleece-testing
https://rumax.co.za/mixers/
https://agriorbit.com/the-fmd-vaccination-drive-a-current-fact-sheet/
https://www.dunlopboots.africa/
https://agriorbit.com/richmond-skou-wemel-van-topgehalte-skape/
https://www.ovk.co.za/Products/Page/20/Wool
https://voermol.co.za/voermol-product/maxiwol-concentrate/
https://woolnews.net/2026/01/30/australian-wool-production-for-2025-26-revised-down-to-244-7-mkg-greasy/
https://www.pggwrightson.co.nz/news/WSJ-single-national-live-wool-auction
https://agriorbit.com/clostridial-diseases-in-sheep-know-the-enemy/
https://agriorbit.com/slim-inenting-vir-gesonder-skape/
https://agriorbit.com/stormhoek-se-dubbeldoelskaapboerdery/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/Veeplaas-Februarie-2026-digimag/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/Stockfarm-February-2026/
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb4ldGRA89Mei7cZAm04
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057463149218
https://www.instagram.com/nationalwoolgrowers/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-wool-growers-association-nasionale-wolkwekersvereniging/posts/?feedView=all&viewAsMember=true

