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NWGA celebrates 100 years in 2026

The National Wool Growers’ Association of South Africa (NWGA) was established on 26 May
1926 during a wool conference held in Middelburg. The organisation was formed to collectively
represent the country’s wool farmers and to promote cooperation aimed at improving all aspects
of the wool industry.

In 2026, the NWGA will proudly celebrate its centenary year – marking 100 years of service to
the South African wool industry. The milestone celebration will culminate at the 95th Annual
Congress, scheduled to take place on 3 June 2026 at Mentorskraal, Jeffreys Bay.

 

 

Digitalisering van die landbouwaardeketting

Cape Wools SA het onlangs 'n naspeurbaarheidsplatform bekendgestel om Suid-Afrikaanse
produsente as die wêreld se voorkeurverskaffer te posisioneer. Kyk na die onderstaande
infografika vir meer inligting oor die platform self en hoe dit werk.

 

Slim skeerhokke – wenke vir meer produktiewe wolgeriewe

NWKV-bestuurder vir skeerderopleiding, Izak
Klopper, en bestuurder vir opleiding en
ontwikkeling, Annelize Smit van Niekerk, het
besoeke by wolprodusente in Mpumalanga en
Vrystaat afgelê.

Die doel was om advies oor
skeerhokbeplanning vir meer doeltreffende
geriewe te gee. Die voordele vir produsent,
skeerder en wolklasser, asook die
dierewelsynsaspek en gemak van die skape,
is uitgewys.

Nege boere van Ermelo, Belfast, Carolina, Chrissiesmeer, Piet Retief, Bethal en Warden het die
besoeke as waardevol en insiggewend beskryf.

 

Gerber & Co. official opening

The NWGA Western Cape executive attended the official opening of the Gerber & Co. scouring
plant in Paarl.

After years of limited local wool scouring capacity, Gerber & Co. proudly announced the official
opening of its new wool scouring and processing plant, marking a historic step in bringing wool
localisation and value addition back to South Africa.

The new facility represents a milestone for the South African textile and natural fibre sector –
reviving local processing that had all but disappeared, and unlocking new opportunities for
farmers, manufacturers, and sustainable product developers.

“For too long, South African wool has been exported in its raw state, losing much of its potential
value,” said Stefan Gerber, managing director of Gerber & Co. “By investing in local scouring
and processing, we’re not only creating jobs and skills, but also proving that South Africa can
compete globally in sustainable wool innovation.”

Reviving local wool value chains

The Gerber & Co. plant will provide end-to-end wool cleaning, processing, and fibre preparation,
supplying both domestic and international markets with wool suitable for textiles, insulation, and
technical felt applications. This localisation effort will reduce export dependency and increase
beneficiation within South Africa’s borders.

The plant also showcases the diverse uses of wool – from apparel and bedding to home
insulation, automotive applications, and even agricultural products – highlighting the fibre’s
natural versatility, biodegradability, and carbon-saving potential.

Driving circularity and sustainability

Aligned with global trends toward sustainable and circular materials, the new operation will
enable carbon tax benefits for industries switching from synthetics to natural fibres, while
supporting ESG-driven manufacturing. Wool is a renewable and compostable fibre that helps
reduce landfill waste and dependence on petroleum-based alternatives.

“This is more than a factory opening – it’s the rebirth of South African wool processing,” added
Gerber. “We see this as part of a broader circular economy movement that reconnects farmers,
designers, and brands through local value creation.”

Empowering the future of wool in South Africa

Gerber & Co.’s scouring and process plant is designed to support innovation, collaboration, and
education, inviting local brands, research institutions, and industry partners to explore new
applications of wool – from technical felts and home textiles to eco-friendly composites.

 

 

Nuwe leierskap vir Wes-Kaapse NWKV

Baie geluk aan Jacques Neethling, wat as nuwe voorsitter van die NWKV Wes-Kaap verkies is.
André de Jager van Albertinia, wat streek 5 verteenwoordig, is as visevoorsitter aangewys.

Daar is op ’n gepaste wyse afskeid geneem van Cobus Uys, wat vir die afgelope nege jaar in
die voorsitterstoel waargeneem het.

Die Wes-Kaap-bestuur het ook vir Jannie Fourie met ’n 10 jaar-dienssertifikaat vereer.

 

Empowering Botshabelo farmers through training

Nearly 45 members of the Ipopeng Study
Group in Botshabelo, east of Bloemfontein,
received basic wool handling training.

NWGA production advisor, Eben van Wyk,
and Dr Andries Strauss from the Free State
Department of Agriculture, demonstrated
fundamental shearing and wool classing
techniques, placing strong emphasis on
contamination prevention and practical advice
to avoid it.

The communal farmers expressed great appreciation for the training.

 

 

Cutting costs through correct wool sorting

Farmers from the Ngcaca Wool Growers’
Association in Cofimvaba, Eastern Cape, are
serious about avoiding unnecessary costs. To
enhance their skills, they attended a two-day
wool sorting course presented by NWGA
production advisors Sibusiso Ndwanya and
Khanyiso Mzayifani, alongside Mr Sifane from
BKB.

Nearly 45 communal wool farmers took part in
the training, which emphasised the importance
of proper wool sorting. Farmers learned that
resorting and repackaging result in additional
broker costs and administration charges.

The course also highlighted the value of sorting wool according to type and length, and the
importance of pressing bales correctly to avoid underweight bales.

 

Stukkiesklas: Die begin van ’n goed-geklasseerde skeersel

Oos-Kaap produksie-adviseur, Juan Venter,
en NWKV-intern Mart-Maré Coetzee het
dadelik ingestem toe SP van der Walt van
Noupoort hulle genader het om ’n
stukkiesklaskursus aan te bied. Die sewe
plaasarbeiders van Hughdale het reeds goed
geweet watter wol kom in watter bin en
daarom is daar op die lokslyne, asook
identifikasie van BP- en CBP-penswol,
gekonsentreer.

Dit is Van der Walt se aanslag om die wol reeds op die skeerplatvorm te sorteer, waar die pens-
en kuifwolle uitgehaal word en na ander sorteertafels as die loks- en stukkiestafel geneem
word. Dit vergemaklik die sorteerproses geweldig.

Venter is van mening dat die stukkiesklas die arbeiders beter toerus om die wol wat aangebied
word teen die hoogste klasstandaarde te meet.

 

Skeerkompetisie by Prins Albert wys merkwaardige vaardigheid

NWKV-skeerinstrukteurs Izak Klopper en
Lungani Maqakalana, en die Noord- en Wes-
Kaap produksie-adviseurs Dawie Botha en
Jannie Fourie, was deel van die span wat die
skeerkompetisie vroeër die maand in Prins
Albert beoordeel het. Stephan Bester,
bestuurslid vir Richmond, het ook sy
beoordelingsvermoë kom beproef.

Jannie Fourie en dr Jasper Cloete het gehelp
om die gehalte van die wolklassering te
evalueer.

 

Behoefte aan vaardighede vir landbouskole

Die heel eerste Nasionale Plaasvaardigheidskompetisie het onlangs in Bothaville plaasgevind.
Die NWKV was ’n groot deel van die beoordelaarspan wat skaapskeer en wolhantering
beoordeel het.

NWKV produksie-adviseurs Annelize Smit van Niekerk en Eben van Wyk, en NWKV Vrystaat-
voorsitter, Herman Archer, is genader om deel van die beoordelaarspan te wees wat die
skeerders en wolhanteerders se vaardigheid beoordeel het.

INTERNASIONALE NUUS / INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Greek sheep farmers devastated by sheeppox outbreak as flocks
culled

Greek sheep farmers are in despair in central
Greece as sheeppox destroys their flocks,
while the Greek authorities are warning of a
possible nationwide ban on the movement of
animals.

The outbreak of the highly infectious virus in
the country is threatening to drive up food
prices and affect the production of feta,
Greece's famous crumbly cheese.

Read more.

 

 

Australian Merino wool future positive after surging price
restores grower confidence

Young industry leaders say Chinese demand
and investment are boosting confidence in the
future for Australian Merino wool.

The industry's Eastern Market Indicator (EMI)
lifted 112 cents a kilogram last week to 1565c
– up more than 40% from the same time last
year. However, amid the optimism, wool
analyst Matt Dalgleish warns it is too early to
say the sector has turned a corner.

Read more.

DIEREGESONDHEID / ANIMAL HEALTH
 

Blowflies can eat your sheep
alive

Blowfly strike in sheep can lead to these pests
practically eating the animals alive.
Fortunately, blowfly strike is preventable and
everything possible should be done to keep
open sores from forming on animals. Ewes
and lambs are often the victims.

Read more.

 

TEGNIESE ARTIKELS / TECHNICAL ARTICLES
 

 

Voor in die koor met volledige,
gebalanseerde voeding

’n Werklik ekonomiese Angora- of Merino-
plaas word deur twee dinge geken: goeie wol-
en bokhaarproduksie, en genoeg aanteelvee.
Dit is die beginsels waarop Garth en Elsa
Featherstone hul boerdery-aktiwiteite tussen
Graaff-Reinet en Aberdeen op Allemanskraal,
Zeekoeigat en Buffelsfontein baseer.

Lees meer.

 

Waterbehoeftes in intensiewe en ekstensiewe
veeproduksiestelsels

Die wêreldwye watervoorraad word op ongeveer 1 386 miljoen km³ beraam. Hiervan is slegs
2,5% varswater, waarvan die oorgrote meerderheid van sowat 68,7% in ys- en sneeuformasies
in Antarktika, die Arktiese gebied en bergagtige streke voorkom. Daarvan bestaan ongeveer
29,9% uit vars grondwater, terwyl slegs 0,26% as oppervlaktewater in mere, damme en
rivierstelsels voorkom. Die oorblywende fraksie kom in grond, moerasse en permanente
ysgrond (permafrost) voor. Hoewel water dus ’n noodsaaklike element vir alle lewe is, is dit ’n
uiters beperkte hulpbron.

Lees meer.

 

LEES DIE NUUTSTE UITGAWE
VAN VEEPLAAS HIER:

READ THE LATEST EDITION OF
STOCKFARM HERE:

 

 

KALENDER / CALENDAR

Let’s take a look at what the communal advisors will be up to in
November:

Kom ons kyk waarmee ons produksie-adviseurs in November
besig gaan wees:

https://www.bkb.co.za/fibre
https://trace.capewools.co.za/
https://www.wtbsa.co.za/listing/fleece-testing
https://www2.zoetis.co.za/products-solutions/sheep-and-goats/
https://rumax.co.za/mixers/
https://www.molatek.co.za/product/molatek-sheep-fattening-concentrate/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20936248268&gbraid=0AAAAAquvCcfjXkoIgd5zuRz50oqc8ofHW&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxMT2uavOkAMVZJJQBh3xUAkaEAAYASAAEgLooPD_BwE
https://www.ovk.co.za/Products/Page/20/Wool
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/greek-sheep-farmers-devastated-by-sheeppox-outbreak-flocks-culled-2025-09-19/
https://kyronagri.com/product/ovi-clos-p/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-08/surging-wool-price-restores-grower-confidence-in-aussie-merino/105845730
https://agriorbit.com/blowflies-can-eat-your-sheep-alive/
https://antrovet.co.za/animal-health/
https://agriorbit.com/voor-in-die-koor-met-volledige-gebalanseerde-voeding/
https://antrovet.co.za/animal-health/
https://voermol.co.za/af/aflaaivantoep/
https://agriorbit.com/waterbehoeftes-in-intensiewe-en-ekstensiewe-veeproduksiestelsels/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/euql/
https://digimags.agriorbit.com/books/lsvx/
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb4ldGRA89Mei7cZAm04
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057463149218
https://www.instagram.com/nationalwoolgrowers/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-wool-growers-association-nasionale-wolkwekersvereniging/posts/?feedView=all&viewAsMember=true

