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Oos-Kaapse studiegroep toer na 
die Vrystaat 
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Die Thomasrivier-studiegroep in die Cathcart-distrik bestaan uit ’n groep boere wat oor meer 
as die heersende weerstoestande en moeilike ekonomiese tye wil gesels. Hulle soek eerder 
oplossings en vind gesprekke oor hoe hul boerderye uitgebrei kan word stimulerend. 

Omdat hulle hul skaapvertakking wil intensifiseer, het hulle op die voorstel van David Ward-
le besluit om intensiewe skaapboerderye te besoek. So is die gedagte aan ’n tweedagtoer na 
die Vrystaat gebore. Die studiegroep het die volgende boere besoek: 

•   Koetoe Botha van Koppies het gefokus op die finansiële aspekte van ’n intensiewe skaap-
boerdery. Hy het ’n rekenaarprogram aan die boere vertoon wat hy self ontwikkel het. Dit 
wys hoe kontantvloei per skaapeenheid uitgewerk word. 

•   Danie Thomas van Edenville het boere beïndruk met ’n baie duur skaapskaal wat onont-
beerlik vir presisieveeboerdery is. 

•   Rudolf Botha van Frankfort boer met ‘n groot kudde Dohne-Merino’s en laat 400 ooie per 
siklus in lamhokke lam.

•   Manie en dr. Karen Wessels van die plaas Mamre in Frankfort boer met Dormers onder 
baie intensiewe toestande. 

Die studiegroep is vol waardering vir die kennis en praktyke wat hierdie boere so mildelik 
met hulle gedeel het. 

The NWGA has negotiated catastrophe insurance cover for wool 
sheep farmers in collaboration with Hollard. NWGA members are 
able to access this specialist insurance product at a more afford-
able rate than non-members. Catastrophe cover would apply in in-
cidents of fire, lightning, storm, water, hail and snow. All sheep that 
can be shorn must be insured and cover is renewed annually. 

Producers who are clients of BKB and CMW will find the names 
of registered financial advisers, who will assist them by marketing 
and selling insurance, on the NWGA website www.nwga.co.za. 
Producers who are clients of other brokers can access the insur-
ance directly from Hollard by contacting Jannie van der Merwe at 
072 497 0535 or janniev@hollard.co.za.
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Congratulations to Dr Franci Swart of the Western Cape Department of Agriculture, 
Swellendam for producing the winning image in the 2016 photo competition “Captur-
ing the Wool Sheep”. According to the judge, the photographer went right down and 
photographed at the eye level of the lamb. She photographed something quite ordi-
nary, but captured the light in the image, giving it that wow factor.

Theuns Botha, journalist for the Landbouweekblad (EC), was the first runner-up, and 
his photograph tells the whole story of a scene; sheep shearing in the background, 
the classer throwing the fleece. “The photo was very well composed, nice and sharp”, 
remarked the judging panel.

The second runner-up was Johann Enslin from Kroonstad, capturing a seemingly 
intimate moment between two lambs. It had also been necessary to go right down to 
the eye level of the lambs to capture the image. “This image definitely has the cute-
ness- and wow factor”.

Thank you to all the participants who took part in the competition. A total of 100 
entries were received, with the Merino Landskaap Society submitting 49 images on 
behalf of its breeders. The photos will be used in Wool Farmer, NWGA newsletter, 
website and other sources of media.
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Winner: Dr Franci Swart

First runner-up: 
Theuns Botha

Second runner-up: 
Johann Enslin

Merino Landskaap - Katiba Stoet



Brucellosis	a	major	problem	in	 
the	Western	Cape	
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Dalena	White	is	the	new	Secretary-General	
of	the	IWTO
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Dr Sewellyn Davey of the Western Cape Department of Agriculture (Veterinary 
Services) wrote a short article to inform farmers about the disease. 

Brucellosis is a contagious bacterial disease of many species of animals. 
Unfortunately, it can also infect humans so it is known as a zoonotic disease. In 

South Africa, Brucella abortus infects mainly cattle, and is known as bovine brucellosis, 
contagious abortion or “besmetlike misgeboorte”. 

In humans it causes undulant fever. Brucella melitensis infects mainly goats but can infect 
sheep and cattle. In humans it is called Malta fever. The bacteria select the reproductive 
organs and are spread mainly when an infected animal is brought onto the farm and aborts 
or gives birth normally when millions of infected doses of bacteria are shed in the amniotic 
fluid or in the afterbirth. These bacteria are ingested by other susceptible animals and they 
will become infected. The disease can also enter a susceptible animal via the mucous 
membranes, or pass from dam to offspring during pregnancy. 

Both of these diseases are controlled diseases because of their zoonotic potential, and 
also because of their economic importance (abortions, reduced milk production, increased 
period between pregnancies and the slaughter of infected animals and the quarantining of 
infected properties). Brucella canis infects mainly dogs and can infect humans. It is also a 
controlled disease. For more information, visit the NWGA website www.nwga.co.za/home-
mainmenu-1/articles-and-presentations/flock-health.html 

The International Wool Textile Organisation (IWTO) recently announced the appoint-
ment of its new Secretary-General, Dalena White. Bringing wide experience in market-
ing, retail and fashion with her, Dalena took up the position on 17 May 2016, at which 
time the then Secretary-General, Elisabeth van Delden, stepped down to pursue new 
career goals.

Dalena serves as a marketing consultant for Cape Wools SA, promoting Merino wool 
with retailers and designers, building brand awareness and educating consumers about 
the unique properties of wool. She has curated exhibitions such as the Design Indaba 
and Wool Week South Africa.

The Wool Growers of South Africa would like to congratulate Dalena on this interna-
tional position. We know that she will be an asset to the IWTO and that her sparkly per-
sonality will continue to bring love and life to wool!
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Communal	road	shows	in	the	Eastern	Cape7

An emeritus professor of the Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research visited rural Eastern 
Cape in April 2016 to make recommendations about strengthening activities implemented 
by the NWGA. Prof. Luis Llambi visited the Kulile and Qugqwala shearing sheds in the King 
William’s Town area and was accompanied by Dr Fanie Terblanche of the University of 
Pretoria’s Department of Agricultural Economics, Extension and Rural Development and 
Zithule Mbatsha, NWGA regional manager.

Besides the traditional functions of the rural extension services, he recommended that 
additional objectives be included, as they are required in agricultural extension today. 

This international perspective confirms and strongly supports the activities of the NWGA 
training and development programme and the successes achieved since 1997. 

Communal wool farmers have indicated their need to learn more about the structures of the 
different stakeholders in the South African wool industry. Five regional road shows will be 
held in the Eastern Cape districts of Whittlesea, Tsomo, Mthatha, Mt Ayliff and Sterkspruit 
during the week of 20 June 2016. Representatives from the South African Wool and Mohair 
Buyers’ Association (Sawamba), the Wool Testing Bureau (WTB), Cape Wools SA (CWSA), 
the Wool Trust, and brokers BKB and CMW have been invited to inform farmers of their 
functions and responsibilities, thereby empowering communal farmers with knowledge 
about their industry. 



Stock	theft	matters8

Andile Ndzendze, NWGA representative on the National Stock Theft Prevention  
Forum, reported as follows on the recent meeting he attended:

1)   According to statistics released by the SAPS, Gauteng is the province with the 
highest rate of sheep theft. Nationally the Eastern Cape and Free State have re-
corded the most stock losses due to theft. 

2)   Commercial producers are urged to ensure that all agents selling livestock are 
registered in terms of the Agricultural Produce Agents Council Act of 1992. 

3)   Should producers experience that their stock theft cases are not being dealt with 
promptly, they are urged to contact the SAPS Head of the Stock Theft Unit, Briga-
dier Vinesh Singh or Major Rassie Erasmus at 012 393 1196. 

4)   Farmers should not be discouraged when they do not receive immediate sup-
port from the SAPS due to transport 
constraints, etc. and are discour-
aged from using alternatives such as 
the Neighbourhood Watch, thereby 
eliminating the efforts of the SAPS 
and the recording of statistics. 

5)   To ensure that stock theft units do 
not become dysfunctional, farmers 
are urged to report every single case. 
The SAPS cannot give the required 
support if there are no cases.

6)   A new logo for the Stock Theft Unit 
will be published soon, which will 
ensure that units are more easily 
identifiable. 

100% targeted communication to 
ALL wool producers and stakeholders.

WOLBOER 
WOOL FARMER

MAXIMISE
return on your 
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To advertise your 
products, services and 

auctions contact Ilse 
Liveris and her team.



Record	sales	at	Nampo9

The NWGA Free State again exhibited its Sheep and Wool Shop at Nampo 2016. With 
a newly painted and refreshed look, the shop was off to a good start. Apart from the 
traditional woollen items such as spencers, slippers and knitting wool, a wide variety 
of new products, procured on a consignment basis from new suppliers, were intro-
duced. Handcrafted 100% wool boot cuffs, beanies and jerseys from Anette Vogel, 
a wide variety of sheep-themed baby products and woollen items from De Skaap 
Winkel, children’s jerseys, gloves and beanies made of 100% wool from Karoo Moon 
and specially commissioned original sheep-themed oil paintings from Marcia van der 
Merwe were all on sale. 

The painting display was bright and drew in new customers, with almost double the 
number of customers making purchases compared to the 2015 customer turnover. 
The shop’s newly introduced barcoding system made sales substantially easier than 
in the previous year, with customers making purchases passing more quickly through 
the system.  

Due to the recent drought, the poor economy and exhibitors faring poorly at other 
shows, the NWGA Free State did not have high hopes for the turnover at this year’s 
Nampo. They were therefore delighted when the shop’s turnover exceeded the 2015 
figures, with a total turnover of approximately R270 000. Next up for the shop will be the 
De Oude Kraal Game Festival in early June, following by the Vryfees in Bloemfontein in 
July, where NWGA Free State products will be for sale at the De Oude Kraal exhibition, 
and the Fauresmith international equestrian endurance ride, also in July. A brand-new 
sales opportunity with a well-known cooperative company in the Free State has also 
presented itself to the NWGA Free State – more details to follow soon!



The	14th	batch	of	quality	breeding	material	
to	communal	farmers	
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Emerging	commercial	farmer	breeds	 
for	ram	project
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The genetic potential of sheep regarding reproduction, growth and quality, as well 
as quantity of wool, is regarded as an essential element of a larger, holistic approach 
towards the increased production of woolled sheep. 

To improve the quality and quantity of wool produced in communal areas of the 
Eastern Cape, the Genetic Improvement Programme was introduced in 2002 by the 
NWGA. At least 3 000 rams are introduced to communal farmers on an exchange 
basis every year. Since the inception of the programme, more than 39 000 rams have 
been introduced to an average of 250 communities every year. Every fourth year the 
first group again receives rams. 

The month of April and mid-May saw 2 966 genetically bred rams being delivered 
to approximately 350 communities within five district municipalities of the Eastern 
Cape. Breeders, transport contractors and communal production advisers worked 
very hard to bring the programme to fruition. Only seven mortalities were recorded, 
which proves how efficiently the rams had been loaded and transported.  

History was made when 10 rams of Lawrence Maduna, emerging commercial farmer from 
Lady Grey, was delivered to the Ngcobo community as part of the Genetic Improvement Pro-
gramme (GIP) of the NWGA, funded by the Department of Rural Development and Agrarian 
Reform (DRDAR). These rams formed part of the 2 966 commercially bred rams which were in-
troduced to communities in April/May this year. These rams have been bred to be fully adapt-
ed to the veld and farming conditions of the communal farming areas of the Eastern Cape. 

The NWGA established three communal ram breeders and assisted them with training 
and mentorship to manage and breed quality 
rams. Selection of rams to be approved for the 
GIP was done by the independent specialist for 
the GIP, Abrie Aucamp. Each emerging breeder 
was given 90 pregnant quality ewes from com-
mercial breeders involved in the programme. 
This further resulted in closer cooperation with 
DRDAR personnel and the involvement of other 
role players such as brokers, sponsors, farmers’ 
cooperatives and dignitaries.  

The NWGA would like to thank Lawrence Ma-
duna for his unfailing perseverance, good man-
agement skills and farming practices, as well as 
his hands-on approach during different stages 
of the programme. The NWGA is proud to be as-
sociated with a fully fledged emerging commer-
cial breeder. 




